
 

 

Fish & Wildlife Board 

**APPROVED ** Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 17, 2010 

 

The Fish and Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, February 17, 2010, in the Skylight conference room 

of the State Office Complex in Waterbury, Vermont, beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Pete Allard, Jeremy Baker, Wayne Barrows, Walt 

Driscoll, Cyndy Jones, Claude Rainville, John Roy, Jeffrey Salvador, Bob Shannon, and Grant Spates. 

 

Absent:  R. Keith Armstrong and Craig Lantagne. 

 

Fish and Wildlife Department Employees:  David Englander (legal counsel), Col. David LeCours (Director, Law 

Enforcement Division), Commissioner Wayne Laroche, Tom Decker (Chief of Operations), Eric Palmer 

(Fisheries Division Director), Brian Chipman (Fisheries Biologist), Scott Darling (Wildlife Biologist, Species 

Section Supervisor), and Forrest Hammond (Wildlife Biologist).   

 

Guests:  Roy Kilburn, Berlin.  

 

Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. 

 

Approval of January 20, 2010 Meeting Minutes  

 

Mr. Spates made a motion to accept the minutes as written, which was seconded by Mr. Roy.  The minutes were 

unanimously approved as written. 

 

Petition for Change in Turkey Regulation 

 

Chair Ames indicated the Board received a petition to extend the hours for hunting turkeys in the spring from the 

current one-half hour before sunrise until noon to one-half hour before sunrise until 6:00 p.m.  The Board 

discussed its concerns regarding an expansion of the length of the spring hunting hours in light of the pending 

proposal by the Department to expand the fall season hunting opportunities as prescribed in the big game plan.  

Mr. Baker made motion to deny petition at this time, which was seconded by Mr. Roy.  Those voting in favor (9):  

Roy, Allard, Rainville, Shannon, Salvador, Driscoll, Spates, Baker, and Chair Ames; those abstaining (3):  Jones, 

Gallo, and Barrows.  Chair Ames asked Mr. Englander to draft a reply for his signature to the petitioner indicating 

the Board voted to deny the petition at this time. 

 

First Vote:  Revision to Turkey Regulation 

 

Wildlife biologists Forrest Hammond and Scott Darling gave an overview on behalf of the Department regarding 

turkey management and distributed handouts regarding the proposed revision to the regulation.  There was 

discussion on how the changes related to elements of the ten-year big game management plan.  

 

Forrest Hammond presented the fall turkey season expansion proposal to the Board.  

 

Mr. Driscoll asked about winter severity and how it would relate to the frequency of opening and closing zones to 

hunting.  Mr. Baker spoke of existing seasons for archery and youth deer seasons and how they would relate to 

the proposed turkey season changes.  Mr. Barrows asked about the possibility of a separate fall turkey license and 

Scott Darling responded that the fall-only tag concept is in the big game plan, but that it was to be evaluated and 
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considered separately from the fall season expansion.  There was discussion about the timing of fall turkey 

hunting and potential muzzleloader seasons and how the Department would address violations if hunters used 

muzzleloaders for hunting turkeys.  Mr. Gallo asked about turkey seasons in neighboring states and about spring 

turkey season check stations. 

 

There was discussion about the implementation of the season and accessibility of certain WMUs, and whether the 

Department would have the capability to enact an emergency regulation to close a season if necessary after 

reviewing the spring turkey count.  Department staff responded that the use of emergency rules to close a fall 

turkey season was problematic.  

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the rule as proposed, which was seconded by Mr. Allard.  There was no 

further discussion and the motion passed unanimously.  The Board decided to have one public hearing on the 

proposed regulation and chose to have it located in Montpelier.  

 

Overview:  Lamprey Control Program 
 

Brian Chipman, Department fisheries biologist, gave a presentation to the Board that provided a snapshot of the 

Department’s lamprey management program over the past 20 years. 

 

Rule Updates  
 

David Englander informed the Board that all pending rules were recently approved by the Interagency Committee 

on Administrative Rules and would be filed with the Secretary of State’s office on Friday, February 19.  Due to 

statutory requirements, the earliest the Board could take a second vote on these rules would be March 25; as a 

result, the Board agreed to change its March meeting date to March 25.   

 

Eric Palmer distributed the hearing schedule for Fish Regulation #122 and asked Chair Ames to coordinate the 

Board members’ attendance at those hearings.  

 

Legislative Update 
 

Commissioner Laroche updated the Board on pending legislation.  

 

Chair Ames asked whether there had been any legislative resolutions related to antlerless deer permits specific to 

WMUs.  Mr. Englander said there had not.   

 

Departing Board Members 

 

Chair Ames acknowledged Board members Rainville and Barrows, as this meeting was their last Board meeting, 

and thanked them for their years of service. 

 

Round Table:  

 

Chairman Ames asked the Department for a presentation on the structure of the divisions within the Department.  

Mr. Decker indicated the Department would present this overview in the future. 

 

Various Board members thanked Mr. Barrows and Mr. Rainville for their service to the Board.   

 

Mr. Baker suggested the Department improve the timeliness of presenting its deer harvest reports to the public.   
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Mr. Spates asked about the logistics of an archery moose season and the possibility of increasing license fees for 

Quebec residents. 

 

Mr. Driscoll noted the shortage of wardens in the Northeast Kingdom and asked about the status of a furbearer 

license for nuisance trapping. 

 

Mr. Gallo asked for an overview on how the Department is managing cormorants at a future meeting.  

Commissioner Laroche confirmed the Department would oblige. 

 

Ms. Jones noted that the rescheduled March 25 Board meeting is the same night as the St. Albans deer meeting.  

No further changes to the schedules were made. 

 

Mr. Barrows suggested the Department improve the way it receives information from the deer check stations and 

asked the Department to use hard copy surveys at the Department’s deer meetings to better reflect the attendees’ 

opinions. 

 

Mr. Rainville said he enjoyed his service on the Board. 

 

Mr. Roy made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Baker.  The vote was unanimous to 

adjourn. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/tad 

 

Thomas Decker 

Chief of Operations 

Fish & Wildlife Department 


